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The One That Got Away 
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How many sleepless nights has this given you? The "what if" that continues to haunt you.  Ever 
wondered what could have been if you decided differently? Would you have wanted to relive that 
moment and take back that opportunity? 

 
opportunity | äpər t(y)oōnitē| 
noun (pl. –ties) 
a set of circumstances that makes it possible to do something 

 
Opportunity is not simply fate, but an invitation to make a decision. It is not anchored on certainty 
rather it establishes optimism that a certain goal can be attained.  If it were certain, a decision need 
not be made and everyone can just bask on its benefits. Of course, life has taught us that things 
don’t work that way. 

 
Think of how you make your investment decisions. When presented with an opportunity, you 
analyze the timing of your investment. In the process of assessing the situation, you try to eliminate 
all possible risks before going for it.  You want to be certain. You would want to see how it moves 
first before deciding.  By the time you have decided, market has already moved and you’re left with 
a clear hindsight of what could have been. Everything will always be clear and certain in hindsight. 

 
Opportunities and investments work similarly. Whenever you have available funds, you should take 
the opportunity to invest. Take note that you cannot force risks out of the equation.  While  you try to 
weigh the possible returns  (pros)  and risks (cons) in making your decision, what’s important is  a 
self  assessment  on  how  much  risk  you  can tolerate. Investment decisions are more about you 
than what’s happening externally because you cannot control that. 
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Time  and  again,  we’ve  emphasized that it’s not timing the market that’s important;  but it’s your 
time in the market. The next time you ask if it’s the  right  time,  you should start first with asking 
yourself what type of investor  are  you  and  how  much  risk  can you bear. You can either be a 
Conservative, Moderately Conservative, Moderately Aggressive or Aggressive depending on the 
results of your Client Suitability Assessment. Once you’ve answered this, the right time will be 
answered with how a certain fund has moved for the past five years.  An example would be the 
ALFM Peso Bond Fund. 

 

 
Investment was never presented with a constant upward trend nor certainty but rather an optimistic 
view that if you keep your investment horizon, you’ll be able to enjoy your just rewards based on 
your risk profile. 

 
So which question would you prefer to answer: do I invest now or what if I invested in 2009?  The 
latter can only haunt you and there is nothing you can do about it but sulk with the idea of 
opportunities lost. But the former, you can still act on it.  The past is there to bother your decisions, 
but it’s also there to remind you that when given an opportunity to invest, under an optimistic 
economic environment, you look at yourself first. 

 
It’s always been about you, not the market. 
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