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Growing up as an Investor 

By Ryan Clark L. Ligan 
 
A couple recently gave birth to their second daughter, a cute baby named Zuri. In order to prevent 
jealousy from taking root in their family, the couple started to instill upon their older daughter Yuna, the 
new role of being Zuri's "Ate."  
 
It seems like their efforts are working, with Yuna evidently embracing her role as big sister. In fact one 
time, when she found Zuri crying, she thought that the same trick used by her parents whenever they 
find her crying, would also work on her sister.  At that instance, Yuna headed for the refrigerator, 
searched for a cookie, and after finding one, tried to offer it to her sister. Of course, the cookie trick 
didn't work.  
 
Still, the story is amusing and a lesson or two on investments can be derived from it. 
 
Lessons from Zuri and Yuna 
A novice investor is not required to jumpstart his journey on investments by going for long-term bond 
funds or equity-laced funds. Although these funds perform well over the long-term, they tend to have 
significant price fluctuations which a new investor may not be prepared to stomach.  
 
Like Zuri who needs to go through the process of eating mashed baby food before solids, a new investor 
can start off his journey by going for more palatable investments such as money market funds which are 
more suited to his risk profile. The price movements of these funds are significantly less volatile and 
they provide relatively more stable returns, though far less spectacular as the long-term type of funds 
mentioned above.  By choosing to do so, he eases himself into the world of investments, and slowly but 
surely, gains investments experience, knowledge and confidence. 

Historical Net Return on Investment (Absolute) - BPI Money Market Funds 

Fund Name YTD Past 1 Year Past 2 Years Past 3 Years 

BPI Short Term Fund 1.47% 2.95% 5.97% 8.98% 

ALFM Money Market Fund 1.35% 3.32% 6.83%    -  

Odyssey Peso Cash Management Fund 1.37% 2.90% 6.87% 10.23% 
* ALFM Money Market Fund is a mutual fund registered with Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) BPI 
Investment Management Inc. is the Fund Manager, with BPI Asset Management as the Investment Advisor, 
and BPI as the receiving bank. 
* * Rates are based on historical returns. Past performance is not guarantee of future results. 

Of course, we are not suggesting that one should remain content with taking just baby steps in investing 
(i.e., being invested in money market). An investor, after a period of time of getting comfortable with 
investing, will need to venture outside his comfort zone and move to other investments within his risk 
profile. For although these funds maybe more aggressive, doing so will give him a combination of 
investment products that will match his investment personality, objectives, and risk appetite. By 
venturing on and placing an appropriate portion of his investible money into other investment funds, he 
will be able to maximize his current resources and be a step closer to attaining his financial goals and life 
dreams. 
 
Whatever situation you may be in, whether preparing to take that baby step or summing up the courage 
to take that bold leap forward, a BPI Investment Counselor will gladly walk by your side to guide you 


