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In order to maximize the returns on our investments, we say buy low, sell 
high. Easy to say and definitely much easier to determine the exact moments 
to do so if only timing the market works in hindsight. 

Timing n.: placement or occurrence in time; 
              : the ability to select the precise moment for doing something for optimum effect 

Reality, however, tells us that for the average investor, trying to predict 
that precise moment to buy or sell an investment does not do you much good. 
Without accurate data on all aspects of investments, the details and 
management of the companies, the outlook and responses of every participant 
in the market to every move or change, you run the risk of incorrectly 
timing the market. Then your guess is just as good as mine. Right, it’s a 
guess. 
 
Luck may be on your side at times, but do you leave your hard-earned money 
up to chance? 

Introducing the concept of time in the market, before we actually invest 
our money, we try to identify our investment horizon. How long am I willing 
and able to leave my money invested to reach my financial goal? This is 
extremely important because the investment that you are going into ideally 
should match not only your appetite and tolerance for risk but the amount 
of time you can remain invested as well. 

Time n.  : the measured or measurable period during which an action, process, or condition exists or 
continues; 
            : duration 
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A steady pace of return is not a promise that comes with investments nor is a return guaranteed, if 
at all.  Fluctuations and volatility in prices and market values do occur. That is inherent in 
investments. Having said that; when your investment horizon is 2-3 years, you must be prepared to 
sit through the fluctuations within that period. When the market value of your investment drops after 
2 weeks of buying it, why panic?  Redeeming your investments when the prices are down is nothing 
but one sure way to realize your losses. 

The beauty of investments may only be appreciated over time. How long that 
is will depend on your financial needs, goals and tolerance for risk for 
suitable investments. 

So when in doubt, stay true to your investment horizon. It’s only a matter 
of time. 
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