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Besides Facebook, Youtube and Twitter, social group coupon sites such as Groupon.com, 
Livingsocial.com and, locally, CashCashPinoy have become one of the most popular online trends 
nowadays. These deal sites allow online shoppers to conveniently avail of big discounts from half-price 
deals at a restaurant to travel packages for sale.  
 
These sites have become very much popular obviously because people get to save money by spending 
less.  Because of the cheap deals, they feel they are able to maximize the value of their hard-earned 
money.   
 
The thing with these deals, however, is that they usually expire within 24 hours.  Hence, shoppers are 
oftentimes forced to make impulsive decisions to avail the limited offer. 
 
Rethinking Value 
 
We can be easily swayed to avail the deals offered by various sites basically because we are attracted by 
the notion of being able to enjoy life instantly at a discount even if we know we need to save for 
something more important.  If we really want to get value from our money, maybe it is about time for us 
to consider the long-term benefits of getting the most from our money not just through spending less 
but through building more.  By choosing to build now rather than spend, our Php 10,000 may already 
allow us to take that much needed vacation not at a time that a website dictates but at our own perfect 
time.  
 
BPI Investment Funds 
 
BPI Asset Management has a wide array of investment funds to help us build the current wealth that we 
have. For as low as P10,000.00, we can already enjoy instant diversification and professional fund 
management.  Similar to the various items that social coupon sites offer, there are also various 
investment funds to choose from and these are also available online via BPI Express Online. By taking 
the Client Suitability Test either online or through BPI branches, we can determine the investment 
product that best suits our Risk Profile. 
 
The table below shows the historical net absolute returns of some of the peso-denominated investment 
funds managed by BPI and its subsidiaries: 
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  Net Absolute Returns as of June 20, 2012 

Fund Name Fund Type Past 1 Year Past 2 Years Past 3 Years 

ALFM Money Market 
Fund 

Mutual Fund/ Money Market 
Fund 

3.29% 6.63% - 

BPI Short Term Fund UITF/ Money Market Fund 3.00% 5.98% 9.03% 

ALFM Peso Bond Fund 
Mutual Fund/ Medium Term 
Bond Fund 

7.82% 15.59% 20.95% 

BPI Premium Bond Fund UITF/ Intermediate Bond Fund 5.65% 12.06% 16.00% 

BPI Balanced Fund UITF/ Balanced Fund 9.98% 34.73% 62.66% 

Odyssey Peso Income 
Fund 

UITF/ Medium Term Bond 
Fund 7.13% 13.93% 19.37% 

Odyssey Diversified 
Capital Fund UITF/ Balanced Fund 21.17% 44.79% 69.42% 

ALFM Growth Mutual Fund/ Balanced Fund 14.70% 50.07% 124.67% 

BPI Equity Fund UITF/ Equity Fund 12.61% 43.04% 80.67% 

* ALFM Peso Bond Fund is a mutual fund registered with Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). BPI 
Investment Management Inc. is the Fund Manager, with BPI Asset Management as the Investment 
Advisor, and BPI as the receiving bank 

* Rates are based on historical returns. Past Performance is not a guarantee of future results. 

 
In getting the most from what we have, it is indeed smart to scour for and buy cheap deals. In this way, 
we get to enjoy life now. But it is  smarter to take a long-term stance and start investing so we can enjoy 
life in the future as well. Embracing this view gives us a more refined definition of value, thus, bagging 
the real deal. 


