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“Don't tell me what you value, show me your budget, and I'll tell you what 

                                you value.” 

                                              - Joe Biden, 47th US Vice-President 

Budgeting our financial resources is such an arduous task, especially when we are working with a tight 

one. To put some sense of order into this activity, most of us would probably record our total income, 

prioritize important expenses, and lastly categorize the remaining money as savings. We continue on 

with this exercise until we realize, we may not have saved enough for that trip we dreamed of because 

inflation brought costs or prices higher. 

 Month in and month out, we continually see our income depleted by expenditures.  Some  of  these  are 

 for  basic  necessities  such as food, clothing  and  shelter. Unfortunately other expenses may be 

classified as a “want”, or a “luxury”. Whatever the cause of these disbursements maybe, we all have a 

certain level of control over them. 

Our   limited resource should not be a hindrance in achieving financial freedom. Throughout our journey 

to financial wellness, we should prioritize investing over satisfying our unlimited wants. Scarcity should 

not be able to stop us from reaching our financial goals. Here are some tips on how to turn that savings 

into investments that work for us. 

Step 1: Plan your Goal 

“I love it when a plan comes together.” 

                                 - Col. John “Hannibal” Smith, The A-Team (2010) 

Step 2: Assess your Financial Status 

 

     “Here's my gift giving rule: Respect your current financial situation.” 

                                                   - Suze Orman, Financial Advisor 

 

What is our financial status, really? We ask ourselves this because it is important to know how much is 

coming into our resource pool. Once we have factored in every centavo into the final value, we finally 

get a clearer picture of what we actually have. Now that we have come to terms with our total income, 

we move on to managing our resources. 
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Step 3: Manage your Resources 

 

    “Attack the evil that is within yourself, rather than attacking the evil 

                              that is in others.” 

                                                        - Confucius, Philosopher 

 

Lastly, we have to change the old equation of managing our income.  Previously, we deducted the 

expenses first from our income and whatever is left is put to the savings portion. Let's get into a new 

habit of deducting money for investing before everything else and use the remaining for our expenses, 

prudently. 

 

There   is   nothing   wrong in remunerating ourselves first for investments while we also reduce the 

unnecessary expenditure. A little less frappucino  here  and  a  little  less  tobacco  there does wonders 

for our financial  (and  physical if I may add) health. This form of discipline may seem daunting but once 

we adjust our lifestyle to the new formula, investing becomes our lifestyle. 

 

In  the  2006  inspirational  film  entitled  “Facing  The Giants”, a distraught Coach Grant Taylor was on 

the verge of giving up on his football team,  who on paper could never win a game. He was so close in 

throwing the towel after many losses. Mr. Bridges, a wise elderly man, came to him and changed his 

perspective. 

 

Coach Taylor to Mr. Bridges: “I admit to you I have been struggling.  But I’ve also been praying. I just 

don’t see Him at work here.” 

 

Mr.  Bridges :  “Grant,  I  heard  a  story  about  two  farmers who desperately  needed  rain. And both of 

them prayed for rain. But only one of them went out and prepared his fields to receive it. Which one do 

you think trusted God to send the rain?” 

 

Coach Taylor: “The one that prepared his fields for it.” 

 

Mr.  Bridges:  “Which one are you? God will send the rain when He’s ready. And you need to prepare 

your field to receive it.” 

 

It is not about who has the most to invest, it is what we do with what we have that matters.  By 

investing wisely, we set ourselves for abundant rain of financial blessings.  By upgrading the way we save 

and placing our money in investment funds, the better we are equipped to receive the blessings of 

growth. As soon as that rain comes to our field, wouldn’t it be great to realize that we were prepared to 

receive it? 


