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What are you Waiting For? 
By Jennifer Joyce C. Marcelo 

 
It is wisely said that there is no better time to invest than now. Most of us are aware that we are in a low 
interest rate environment given the recent rate cuts by the Banko Sentral ng Pilipinas in January and 
March of this year. The economic turmoil that has plagued some parts of the world has made investing 
an intimidating task for some of us. This leads to the question of whether it is too risky to invest at this 
time.  
 
Investments have accompanying risks regardless of the economic conditions we are confronted with. 
Limiting ourselves to the safety of traditional deposit accounts may protect our capital. However, with 
the current low interest rates, and with inflation eroding our money's purchasing power, we might find 
ourselves unable to meet our financial needs in the long run. 
 
So, is now a good time to invest? The answer is a resounding YES.  
 
Procrastinating for fear of having missed the perfect time to invest is one of the biggest mistakes people 
make with their money. There is always an investment opportunity out there! Just like a missed train, 
there’s always another one coming, or better yet, one just waiting around the corner. The key is to be 
flexible enough to adapt and get the most out of a rapidly moving environment.  
 
Now, where do I look? Left, right and beyond. 
 
There is a wide array of investments available to consider across asset classes, currencies, geographies 
and everything in between; though it is not merely about finding just one and sticking to it. Diversify 
your investments as much as possible to smooth out volatility and reduce risks. Opt further to have 
actively- and passively-managed investments as well to capitalize on the merits of different approaches 
in managing risks.  
 
How do I choose among available options? Know yourself and understand the investment option. 
 
The lack of or inadequate knowledge about ourselves as an investor, and investment possibilities and 
alternatives generally spur fear that could otherwise have been managed if only we have a better 
appreciation of the concepts and approaches in investing. Essentially, equipping ourselves with the right 
information is the first step we can take to have a better understanding of the basics of investing.  
 
While all these may seem daunting to the first-time investor and to those whose perspective on 
investments have been tainted by past experiences, bear in mind that BPI Asset Management can guide 
you in taking the leap and investing in the most opportune time which is NOW. 
 


