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Crimea. Raja Ampat. Bodo. 

The words above may seem like gibberish to most of us, while to others, they may sound like character names 
from fantasy movies or television series. However, to a geographer or a seasoned traveler, the words above 
are more than an incomprehensible string of syllables. Crimea is, after all, one of the tourist destinations of 
Ukraine. Raja Ampat, considered an underwater Eden, is located in neighboring southeast Asian country 
Indonesia. A journey by sea to Bodo, a small town in Norway, is regarded as one of the world’s most beautiful 
sea voyages. In 2013, the National Geographic Traveler has actually included these 3 places as among the 20 
best trips for travelers in 2013. 

When traveling to new places, one can either opt to go for a DIY (“Do It Yourself”) trip or to take the usual and 
more convenient option of hiring the services of a reputable tour provider. Both of these, of course, have their 
corresponding advantages and disadvantages. 

A DIY trip provides greater flexibility to decide on the activities that will make up your itinerary. However, the 
leeway it provides can also be a drawback when things go in disarray because of miscalculations that you may 
have had. Exact timetables, orderly logistics, and the services of a reliable tour provider are some of the perks 
of availing of the tour package option since it removes pretty much most of the guesswork related to DIY 
travel. 

Venturing into Investments 

Investing for the first time may be quite similar to traveling to a new place. For starters, people most often 
solicit tips and advice from acquaintances, friends, and family. One can also research about potential 
investment options by reading books and the business sections of newspapers. While exciting, investing on 
your own may for the first time may also seem daunting to plenty of people because of the time required to 
research about the market, together with the other knowledge, experience, and skills that are required in 
making good decisions about where to place your funds. Not to mention, terms that may sound Greek like RSI, 
P/E, and the yield curve. 

The Perks of Having a Professional Fund Manager 

A professional fund manager, like a reliable tour operator, removes most of the guesswork when it comes to 

investing. Below are just some of the advantages of having a Fund Manager: 

1. Market Research Access: Fund managers watch and monitor the markets on a daily basis. They are 

privy     to timely and valuable information that individual investors may not immediately have. They 

also have access to important research about market trends and behavior that are important in 

making good investment decisions. 

 

2. Professional Fund Management: Given our busy schedules and many responsibilities, many 

individual investors do not have the time to monitor the market and track their investments. Having a 

fund manager frees up one’s time as you gain access to a professional who watches your portfolio and 

makes investment decisions for you on a daily basis. 
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3.  Disciplined Approach: Fund Managers also do not make decisions simply based on gut feel. Instead, 

they follow a structured investment process that involves tasks such as sifting through securities and 

choosing the ones that are best for your portfolio, creating an asset allocation for the fund, and 

managing the portfolio in a manner that adheres to the fund’s objective. 

Different Strokes for Different Folks 

For a minimum investment of P10,000, you can gain access to professional fund management via participation 

or ownership in pooled funds. BPI Asset Management has the widest range of investment funds that cater to 

various types of investors depending on their risk tolerance, investment horizon, and preferred investment 

philosophy. 

 

If you have queries on how to start investing with BPI Asset Management, you may get in touch with us by 

sending an e-mail to bpi_asset_management@bpi.com.ph. 
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