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“All of life is a coming home. Salesmen, secretaries, coal miners, beekeepers, sword swallowers, all of us. All 

the restless hearts of the world, all trying to find a way home. – from the 1998 movie, ‘Patch Adams’ 

We do not want to talk about death. Death is a morbid topic. It brings to mind awful images and depressing 
thoughts. But it is inevitable. 
 
For the past few years, we have been sharing with you practical tips on creating, growing and protecting your 
wealth. This time, let us concentrate on how to distribute that wealth to your heirs or beneficiaries after death 
and why there is a need to plan for it while you are still alive. 
 
Estate planning involves strategizing ahead of the inevitable. It is deciding on how you want your assets 
distributed after you die (or become incapable of making your own monetary decisions). 
 
It is vital to have a basic estate plan prepared because it has its advantages: 
 

1.)  Designation of specific Heirs/Beneficiaries – it enables you to name your loved ones, to whom you 
want to bestow your assets to, in a manner that will be legally binding. 

2.) Economical - You can arrange it so that the transfer of assets to your loved ones is the most prudent, 
cost-effective and legally- acceptable approach. 

3.) Peace of Mind – you know that all your financial affairs are in order so your loved ones are not left 
with an expensive administrative nightmare. 

One of the tools that can be used for estate planning is living trust. 
 
A Living trust is an arrangement where you, as Trustor, are able to set aside a portion of your wealth, to be 
managed by BPI Asset Management as Trustee, for the benefit of your heirs or designated beneficiaries. A 
living trust agreement may be revocable or irrevocable depending on how flexible or permanent you want the 
arrangement to be.  Living trusts can give you convenient access to a wide array of investment instruments 
and, at the same time, allow you to subsequently distribute the proceeds according to the provisions of your 
living trust agreement. Under this arrangement, you may specify whether the interest or earnings will be 
regularly distributed, or reinvested to maximize investment returns. Here is a sample of a trust account with a 
moderately conservative portfolio of investments: 
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When we pass away, we want our loved ones to benefit from all our hard work. In Ecclesiastes 1:3, King 
Solomon asked, “What do people gain from all their labors at which they toil under the sun?” Perhaps, this was 
the question Sir Winston Churchill answered when he once said, “We make a living by what we get, we make 
a life by what we give.” 
 
If you have queries on how to set-up your trust account, you may get in touch with us by sending an e-mail 
to bpi_asset_management@bpi.com.ph or call any of us at numbers: 816-9924, 816-9942, 816-9944, 816-
9920, 
845-5224, 816-9950, 845-5392, 845-5218, 816-9252, 845-5295, 816-9118, 845-5960, 845-5087, 816-9449, 
845-5441, 845-5799, 845-5286, 845-5775, 845-5022, 816-9606, 816-9032, 845-5355, 816-9676, 816-9092, 
845-5340, 
845-5813, 845-5812, 845-5814, 845-5815. As a Wealth Management client, you are assigned a 
dedicated Investment Counselor to handle the day-to-day investment requirements of your account. You are 
also given 24/7 online access to your living trust account’s financial statements. 
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