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INVESTMENT INSIGHT: ACTION BEATS INACTION 

How well-spent was your May 8, 2011? Yes, it was Mother’s Day last Sunday.  

For those who can blatantly say that the whole day was meaningfully celebrated by waking up at 8:00 am, going to 

mass at 10:00 am, taking your family out for lunch, watching that much awaited Hollywood film, and capping the day 

with a good night’s sleep at 9:00 pm, good for you. You are invited to scroll down. For those who woke up at  8:00am 

(and who probably barely slept the night before, and perhaps did not even remember that it was going to be someone 

else’s special day in a few hours), ONLY to get ready for crunch time – that is, to finish a long overdue project, run 

through a crucial presentation, and finalize a report due the next day, while having to painstakingly attend to 

household chores, and prepare a weekly budget, but can hardly take at least an hour to spend with people and things 

that matter most, PLEASE, PLEASE SCROLL DOWN. This will help you in a very big way. 

The Typical Busy Bee 

If you are that person, who to say the least, unimaginably works like there is no tomorrow, you at one point or another 

have probably thought of getting started when it comes to personally managing your investments, but just do not 

know where to begin or cannot even determine how this important endeavor can fit in such a tight schedule. You 

probably have started investing early on, but have not consistently paid much attention to it because of several 

reasons: you have lost sight of your goal, you have been too tied up with so many things, or you have decided to just 

simply delay it. So, sadly, your first investments have unintentionally been mismanaged, or even worse, your 

intended investments never came into existence. Well, don’t give up just yet because there is still a way, and you still 

got today. Having no time is not an excuse, because it is always an option to find time. 

No More Excuses. 

Yes, there are no more excuses not to manage your investments NOW  because the most opportune times has come 

and investing has been made a lot easier by BPI. With BPI Investments Online (IOL), the Bank’s full-service online 

facility, clients can now open a new investment fund account and select from our wide array of Unit Investment Trust 

Funds and Mutual Funds, view their portfolios, and subscribe or redeem their holdings.   The service is accessible via 

www.bpiexpressonline.com, where online transactions are secured by the Bank’s tried and tested systems.  

Just like maintaining a yahoo account, BPI IOL provides a convenient way of life, no matter how long your to-do list or 

how diverse your life roles are. Furthermore, this mechanism is no different from shopping online. The key 

difference though is that with BPI IOL, you do not shop to burn money; you grow it, primarily because it is 

complemented by a wide array of professionally-managed and diversified investment funds that offer potentially 

higher returns at managed levels of risk. Clearly, everything is right at your fingertips, and holding on to an investment 

is just a click away.  

With More Emphasis - No More Excuses! 

If you still beg to disagree, here are more reasons to be at the market. Despite the local bourse falling for four 

consecutive days the past week on the back of BSP’s second of two (2) 25-basis point (bps) rate hike this year, 

analysts said that this move was only geared towards siphoning excess liquidity and avoiding further acceleration of 

inflation, which already stood at 4.5% as of April, due to the near-term choppiness of world oil price.  In other words, 

BSP remains resilient on local economic growth and still looks at limiting inflation within target range of 3% to 5% this 

year, which provides strong support to the local economy. 

 If your hands still resist taking action, care to conquer that habit of putting off tomorrow what you can do today, 
especially when the opportunity comes knocking at your doorstep. Start a positive course of action and stop 
rationalizing. Start saving. Start investing.    

Remember: Action beats inaction.  
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